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*Define a packaging format for CSW-ebRIM Extension Packages

*L. Stainsby

* B (Addition of feature)

The CSW-ebRIM 1.0.1 specification includes an Extension Package (the
Basic Package) and partially describes what they contain, but, stops
short of defining a transport format for them.

Having a transport format, one which could be used for ingest (via
Harvest for example), export and archival purposes would be extremely
useful and facilitate the adoption of the Extension Package concept as
well as the creation of new domain specific packages.
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Define a physical file format to contain all of the components (refer
to CR #97: "Define a Registry Extension Package model") that can be
found in an Extension Package.

As a possible starting point, consider existing zip-based file
formats, such as KMZ (reference:
http://code.google.com/apis/kml/documentation/kmzarchives.html).

CSW-ebRIM will continue to lack a conenient format for transport of
Extension Packages, thus, reducing the value of, and slowing the
adoption of this powerful concept.
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