[image: image1.jpg]



GSDI Association

946 Great Plain Ave. PMB-194
Needham, MA, USA 2492-3030
Telephone: + 1 508-720-0325
Facsimile: + 1 703-852-7917

Development of Licensing Language

and Handling of Licenses 

in the Registration and Discovery of Metadata

in the 

GEOSS Architecture Implementation Pilot – Phase 3 (AIP-3)

Kickoff Response Due Date: 3 March 2010

Marilyn Gallant





Harlan Onsrud

mgallant@gsdi.org 





onsrud@spatial.maine.edu

+ 1 508-720-0325





+1-207-581-2175

Table Of Contents
1
Overview
3
2
Proposed Contributions
3
2.1
Societal Benefit Area Alignment and Support
3
2.2
Component and Service Contributions
3
2.3 Architecture and Interoperability Arrangement Development
3
3
Description of Responding Organization
4


GSDI Association Response to the GEOSS AIP-3 CFP

1 Overview

Access to earth observation data has become critically important for the wellbeing of society. A major impediment to achieving widespread sharing of earth observation data is lack of an operational web-wide system that is transparent and consistent in allowing users to legally access and use the earth observations of others without seeking permission from data contributors or investigating terms of usage on a case-by-case basis. The GSDI Association desires to help develop and support the licensing approach specified in the GEOSS AIP Architecture document to help overcome this impediment. 

2 Proposed Contributions

Describe your proposed contribution to the Pilot based on your desired role. Justify your approach.

2.1 Societal Benefit Area Alignment and Support

Not applicable
2.2 Component and Service Contributions

Not applicable
2.3 Architecture and Interoperability Arrangement Development
Our plan is to participate in the AIP System Design process as defined in the AIP Development Process and to support refinement and elaboration of the currently defined architecture and interoperability arrangements during the Pilot activities in the following manner:


The GSDI Association is willing to take the lead in assembling a team of attorneys and legal scholars to develop the language to be included in the GEOSS Societal Benefits Areas Only license as referenced in Section 3.10.2 Data Access Conditions and in Section 5.6.4 Data Access Use Cases of the GEOSS AIP Architecture.


Further, this team desires to help advise and work with any technical development teams that will be working with metadata registration and discovery to ensure that the licenses as illustrated in Section 5.6.4 are accurately and appropriately recorded in the metadata by data contributors such that both registration and discovery based on legal status become efficient and effective.


Further, this team of attorneys and legal scholars desires to review the existing policies, disclaimers and similar statements published on the current GEO web site to consider expansion or revision of that language to better accommodate legal conflict situations that may arise in the event that GEOSS becomes a much more heavily used international portal facilitating the widespread exchange and sharing of geospatial data and services.   

3 Description of Responding Organization

The GSDI Association is an official Participation Organization of GEO. The GSDI Association is an inclusive organization of organizations, agencies, firms, and individuals from around the world. The purpose of the organization is to promote international cooperation and collaboration in support of local, national and international spatial data infrastructure developments that will allow nations to better address social, economic, and environmental issues of pressing importance.

The GSDI Association will support the Pilot by using the extensive contacts of the organization and its leadership to attract and engage the legal and engineering/software expertise that it believes will be necessary to achieve the goals stated in the previous section. The existing facilities of the GSDI Association will be used to support all communication efforts. Participants will be encouraged to communicate through an existing web based discussion list, restricted email discussion list and/or through conference calls. As a voluntary non-profit organization, the time and resource contributions of individuals will be on a voluntary basis. 

The Programmatic Contact and Technical Contact for this effort is Harlan Onsrud, Executive Director, GSDI Association, onsrud@spatial.maine.edu, +1-207-581-2175.
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