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GEONETCast Response to the GEOSS AIP-2 CFP

1 Overview

GEONETCast is a low cost global environmental information delivery system which transmits satellite and in-situ data, products and services from the GEOSS to Users through communications satellites, using a multicast, access controlled, broadband capability. GEONETCast offers near-global coverage.


[image: image1]
GEONETCast Global Coverage

The communication satellites for each sector of the globe are provided by one or more partners in GEONETCast. The current coverage is based on contributions from the European Organisation for the Use of Meteorological Satellites (EUMETSAT), the United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and the China Meterological Administration (CMA). Russia has also indicated its interest in providing coverage. 
The World Meteorological Organisation is a GEONETCast partner contributing its experience in global systems for weather-related data dissemination. 
The regional components include one or more data collection, management and dissemination centres that receive, process, prioritise, and schedule the incoming data streams or products. These centres are known as GEONETCast Network Centres (GNCs). GEONETCast also encompasses the exchange of the data between the various centres as shown in the diagram below.
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GEONETCast Overview
2 Proposed Contributions

GEONETCast has significant potential to enhance access to a wide range of information to Users, who may not have previously had access to such resources, both from the diversity of data perspective, as it will deliver information on all nine societal benefit areas of GEO, and from the technical disparities perspective, as GEONETCast will be able to reach developing country users with limited or no access to high speed internet. The GEO Capacity Building Strategy identifies GEONETCast as a significant technology to enable sustainable infrastructure.
2.1 Societal Benefit Area Alignment and Support
GEONETCast is available to deliver products to Users addressing any of the Societal Benefit Areas. 

Currently, GEONETCast delivers products from all 9 SBAs, with the best represented SBAs being weather and climate, the least well represented being ecosystems and energy.
3 Description of Responding Organization

GEONETCast activities are coordinated by the GEONETCast Implementation Group, which consists points of contact from the 4 partners involved – CMA, EUMETSAT, NOAA and WMO. 

This response is prepared on behalf of all partners. The points of contact are:

CMA -


Zhang Xingying

zxy@nsmc.cma.cn

EUMETSAT -

Michael Williams

mike.williams@eumetsat.int
NOAA -

Paul Seymour


paul.seymour@noaa.gov
WMO - 

Jerome Lafeuille

jlafeuille@wmo.int
Task POC -

Linda Moodie


linda.moodie@noaa.gov
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