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(BKG) Response to the GEOSS AIP-2 CFP

1 Overview

The participation of BKG is mainly focused on tests for components and services as well as interoperability testing. The content of the services are covering the area of Germany.

BKG is planning to register several services and an application, GeoPortal.Bund. Also it is foreseen to participate in interoperability testing by providing a catalog-test based on OGC's team engine. Another contribution is the refinement of the architecture and interoperability arrangements.

Within the GeoPortal.Bund SOA - network (www.geoportal.bund.de) lots of services (e.g. CSW, WMS, WFS, WTS, WCTS) are integrated. GeoPortal.Bund acts as an internet broker, which combines mainly OGC webservices. The services providing content to different topics (basic geoinformation, environment like protected sites, biota, farming, climatology, society,  statitics, water, …), which could be relevant to different SBA’s. It offers standardised cascading services that can be integrated in the GEOSS Web Portal.

GeoPortal.Bund is an internet application, which presents the data delivered by the services on an intuitive website with a metadata search and an internet map viewer.

Within three projects of the SDI in Germany concepts and implementations for metadata, registry and protected sites are (going to be) developed. The implementations are based on international standards (OGC, ISO).

2 Proposed Contributions

2.1 Societal Benefit Area Alignment and Support

The allocation of the catalogue service “Geodatenkatalog” and WMS 1.1.1 with topographic information supporting all SBAs.

Metadata and WMS 1.1.1 for protected sites for the area of Germany are possible contributions to the Biodiversity SBA scenario. The services include information about boundaries and names of different kinds of protected sites (as defined by German laws). There are no information about species inside the WMS data.

2.2 Component and Service Contributions

· GeoPortal.Bund is a Client Application component for the “Geo Community”. It offers access to and visualizes all kind of geodata via metadata search and geo viewer (thin client). The catalogue service and WMS services are cascading and can be accessed by the GEO Web Portal. The GeoPortal.Bund is a licenced product and can not be distributed for free.
A test facility for the ISO metadata Application Profile is available, too (stand alone or Web). It is based on the OGC Team engine and can be provided for free.

· The above mentioned components  relate to the client application component, the clearinghouse component product access components and test facility component .

· Topographical data (services) support all of the SBAs. Protected Sites supports the Biodiversity SBA. Both can be searched and viewed within the GeoPortal.Bund using OGC based CS-W and WMS.

· The catalog and WMS services are supporting the OGC specifications “OpenGIS® Catalogue Services Specification 2.0.2 - ISO Metadata Application Profile” and WMS 1.1.1. They have multiple-use potential.

· It is intended to register the above named components to the GEOSS registry. The services and the testing facility are freely available for the use in GEOSS.

Identify how the proposed components and services will be used in the GEOSS Common Infrastructure (GCI) – baseline architecture of GEOSS Registries, Portal, and Clearinghouse. If you will provide client application capabilities, identify how this may also exploit the GCI in the proposed project.

· The services will fulfill the INSPIRE requirements as far as they are already published. 


· The components are availability for participation in the Pilot activities. The catalogue service will be available by october.

2.3 Architecture and Interoperability Arrangement Development

If you plan to contribute or support the refinement of the architecture and interoperability arrangements, please include the following in your response:

· BKG is going to contribute to the refinement of the architecture in Annex B.

· The interoperability arrangements are generally in line with the ones in the German spatial data infrastructure. We’re not planning to make “special arrangements” for use of non-GEOSS standards.

· BKG is associated member of OGC. Main experiences are made in the development of  “OpenGIS® Catalogue Services Specification 2.0.2 - ISO Metadata Application Profile”.
In the German spatial data infrastructure initiative (GDI-DE) further developments regarding OGC standards were done to reduce the deegrees of freedom inside OGC standards.

3 Description of Responding Organization

The Bundesamt fuer Kartographie und Geodaesie, BKG (Federal Agency for Cartography and Geodesy) is a federal authority assigned to the Federal Ministry of the Interior.

The subject of Cartography is to collect, harmonize, and process geospatial information and to visualize and communicate them as maps and map-related representations. 

The tasks of the BKG consist in providing the geospatial reference systems and the basic geoinformation on the territory of the Federal Republic of Germany, in developing and using the necessary techniques and know-how, in advising the Federal Government in the fields of geodesy and geoinformation as well as in safeguarding the special relevant interests of the Federal Government at an international level.

In addition, the BKG contributes substantially in technical and organisational way to build the national geodata infrastructure (GDI-DE) for a continuous and area-wide supply with up-to-date and reliable geoinformation.

BKG participates in the Pilot initiative since 2006. It will support the Pilot partly with one person and services as described above. Testsoftware for catalogues based on ISO Application profile can be made available for free.



The Programmatic Contact and the Technical Contact will be the same person:

Juergen Walther 
Federal Agency for Cartography and Geodesy
Richard-Strauß-Allee 11 
60598 Frankfurt am Main 

Tel.:  0049 (0)69 6333-297 
email: juergen.walther@bkg.bund.de
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